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Methemoglobinemia and arterial blood gasDear Editor,
We would like to discuss on “Methemoglobinemia and
arterial blood gas1”. Awasthy et al noted that “arterial blood
gas may be a useful indicator for methemoglobinemia and
should be analyzed for methemoglobin levels in an undiag-
nosed case of cyanotic heart disease with structurally normal
heart.1” It is no doubt that the arterial blood gas might be
useful for diagnosis of methemoglobinemia. However, the
consideration is on the harmfulness of the arterial blood gas
testing. To follow the principle of first do no harm, the non-
invasive alternative should be selected. The most non-
invasive alternative is to use “pulse CO-oximetry2” Feiner
and Bickler noted that this tool is “acceptably accurate over an
oxygen saturation range of 74%e100% and a methemoglobin
range of 0%e14%.3” Alternatively, the newly designed pulse
oximetry can also be use for determining methemoglobin.4r e f e r e n c e s
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